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In 2003, the janjaweed 
militia invaded Hawa’s home-

town in Sudan and she was 
kidnapped along with 50 other women 

and separated from her family, her village 
ripped apart by violence.

After escaping the militia, Hawa journeyed to what 
would become the Abu Shouk displaced persons 

camp. She studied English, worked as an interpreter for 
the UN peacekeeping force, and began advocacy work 

with international human rights’ organizations. Despite 
being arrested and subject to abuse so severe that her 

guards wondered how she managed to cling to life, Hawa 
insisted that she would always continue to advocate for women 

and children. 

In 2011, Hawa fled to Cairo and it was there she learned that she 
was one of 10 women to be awarded the US State Department 

“International Women of Courage Award.” Hawa arrived in Wash-
ington, DC on March 3rd, 2012, to accept her award and filed for 

asylum. Her interview was set for February 2013, and she was granted 
asylum three days later. 

Hawa lives with a host family in Philadelphia, where she 
continues her advocacy work. Her parents and twelve 

siblings remain in Sudan. 

Hawa’s story is one of many. To learn more about 
Hawa and other immigrants, visit www.hiaspa.org/
hanukkah2013.

This 
y e a r , 
we celebrate 
the rare meeting of 
Thanksgiving and Hanukkah. 
As we gather with friends and family 

to count our blessings, we have the oppor-
tunity to remember the many immigrants in 

this country who live in darkness, apart from 
loved ones and in fear of uncertain futures. As 

we bless the Hanukkah candles each evening, 
we have the opportunity to bring the stories of 

today’s immigrants into the light.

Speak a Blessing 
After reciting the blessing for the Hanukkah lights, con-

sider blessing the light of justice in Hebrew or English. 

ָברּוְך ָאָתא יְיָ ֱאלֹוֵהינּו ֶמֶלְך ָהעֹוָלם ָאֶשר ִקְּדָׁשנּו ְּבִמְצֹוַתיו 
ְוִציָונּו ְלָהְדִליק נֵר ֶׁשל ַחנּוַקה. נְָבֵרְך ֶאת נֵר ָהָצִדיק

Blessed are you, adonai our God, ruler of the world, who 
commanded us to kindle the chanukah lights. Let us bless 

the light of justice (n’varech et nar hatzadik).

As the Hanukkiah glows brighter each night, so may our na-
tion become more just. May the lights of Hanukkah fill us with 

commitment to pursue justice for all. 

Shine a Light
1) Urge your congressional representative to promote just 

and fair immigration policies with a pathway to citizenship!

 Find your representative here: bit.ly/replist

 Call and tell your rep: “Inspired by our values, history and 
faith, American Jews overwhelmingly support reforming the 
USA’s immoral immigration system by creating a fair and 
reasonable path to citizenship. My name is ________, 
and I’m asking Representative ____________ to 
support HR 15.”

2) Learn more about why we need 
Comprehensive Immigration Reform 
and stay up to date on the HIAS 
Pennsylvania’s advocacy efforts:  
www.hiaspa.org/cir
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