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Talking Points on Family Immigration Overhaul 
 

TOPLINES 

 

The Senate Gang of 8’s immigration reform bill, S. 744, demonstrates its strong commitment and 

hard work put forth in finding solutions that fix and enhance our broken immigration system. 

However, we are concerned with the core changes to the family immigration structure. 

 

 The family immigration system is crucial to the social and economic success of immigrant 

families, and the comprehensive immigration reform bill must take into consideration the 

millions of Asian, Latino and African and Caribbean immigrant families who aspire to reunite 

with their loved ones. 

 Strong families build a strong middle class and help grow our economy, making the U.S. more 

competitive in the global market.  

 The proposed changes to eliminate and restrict certain family preferences—siblings and adult 

children over the age of 30—are a drastic and dramatic measure that will inevitably affect 

immigrant families.  

 The proposed merit-based system may undermine the ability of U.S. citizens to reunite with their 

brothers and sisters or adult married children over the age of 30. 

 We will work with Congress to improve the framework to ensure the family immigration system 

is effective, efficient, and adheres to our American values of family unity.  

 

IMPACT ON ASIAN AMERICANS 

 

 Family immigration is a key issue for the Asian American community. Asian Americans 

citizens and legal permanent residents sponsor nearly one-third of all family-based visas 

each year. 

 

 This bill will have a tremendous impact on the 17 million Asian Americans living in the 

U.S., the nearly 2 million Asians who are caught in the family backlogs, and the more than 

1 million Asian Americans seeking a roadmap to citizenship.  

 

 As proposed, S. 744 may deeply hinder Asian American and other immigrant family 

members’ abilities to reunite with their brothers and sisters in the United States.   

 

 



April 24, 2013 

 

 

PROPOSED FAMILY IMMIGRATION OVERHAUL 

 

Positive: 

 

 Backlog Reduction: Provides a meaningful solution to reducing the family backlogs over a ten-

year span.  The long backlogs currently force families to endure inhumane wait times.  

 Immediate Relatives of LPRs: Rightfully reclassifies spouses and minor children of legal 

permanent residents as “immediate relatives,” the so-called “2(A) fix,” which allows for an 

expedited process not subject to numerical caps on green cards.  This provision would promote 

family unity by ensuring that these families are reunited as quickly as possible. 
 Improvements for minor children:  Allows parents of U.S. citizens who immigrate to bring 

their minor children with them.  

 

Negative: 

 

 Brothers and sisters and adult married children of U.S. citizens: Eliminates the “F4” visa 

category so that U.S. citizens would no longer be able to sponsor their brothers and sisters.  It 

also places an age cap on the “F3” visa category so that U.S. citizens can only sponsor their adult 

married children who are 30 years old or younger.  Eliminating the ability of U.S. citizens to 

sponsor their siblings and adult married children over 30 years old runs counter to the family 

values that are the cornerstone of our nation.  These categories are critical to the family unit and 

allow families to start small businesses, raise and provide for their families, establish roots in 

their communities, and prosper together.  

o Point System:  Instead, establishes a points-based system that awards points to 

individuals based on education, employment, entrepreneurship, English language ability, 

age, family ties to the U.S., and other criteria. 

 LGBT bi-national couples:  Continues to exclude LGBT couples and families from sponsoring 

their loved ones for family reunification by not recognizing LGBT couples and families from the 

family definition.  This will only perpetuate discrimination and prevent these families from 

reuniting with their loved ones.  Reform must be inclusive and should not discriminate based on 

race, gender, or sexual orientation. 

 Filipino American World War II Veterans: Does not include a provision to reunite Filipino 

American World War II veterans, who have had to painfully choose between essential veterans’ 

benefits and being with their family. Filipino American World War II veterans have waited long 

enough for benefits and should not have to wait a day longer for family members. 

 

We will work diligently with our immigration and community partners and all Members of 

Congress to improve the proposed framework to ensure the family immigration system is 

effective, efficient, and adheres to our American values of family unity.   

 


