
 
 

 

PRINCIPLES FOR COMPREHENSIVE IMMIGRATION REFORM 

 

The United States has a proud history and tradition of protecting and welcoming victims of 

persecution and has served as a beacon of hope for the persecuted since the nation’s founding.   

The U.S. refugee resettlement program reflects our nation’s highest values.  Refugees and asylees 

who are given the opportunity to rebuild their lives in the U.S. contribute to the rich diversity and 

economic vibrancy of communities across the country.   

As our national leaders consider legislation to create a just, fair, and humane immigration system, 

they must ensure that our system effectively protects and provides safe haven to victims of 

persecution.  The following principles and policies pertaining to refugees, asylees, and asylum 

seekers should be incorporated in comprehensive immigration reform legislation: 

 Unnecessary barriers to protection should be eliminated:  Refugees and asylum seekers 
should not be barred from protection by provisions that serve no useful purpose but result 
in denying protection to legitimate refugees and asylum seekers.  The one year filing 
deadline for asylum applications should be repealed, restrictions that separate refugee 
families should be lifted, and the terrorism-related inadmissibility grounds should be 
significantly narrowed.  
 

 Refugee processing procedures should be updated to ensure they are fair and efficient:  
Refugees should be admitted as lawful permanent residents to save time and resources 
and help refugees integrate more quickly.  Repealing the one year filing deadline for 
asylum applications would also result in a fairer, more efficient system.  The Administration 
should be granted authority to designate groups of humanitarian concern as eligible for 
resettlement to free up resources and make the processing of refugees more efficient.  
Refugees should receive more information about why their applications for refugee status 
have been denied in order to help ensure effective review.   

 

 Refugee integration should be prioritized:  In addition to saving lives, successful 
integration from the perspective of both refugees and receiving communities should be 
the goal of the refugee resettlement program.  The system for allocating refugee 
resettlement funds to states and communities welcoming refugees should be modernized.  
Refugees should receive adequate support after they arrive in the U.S. to begin the 
integration process.  Low income elderly and disabled refugees should be permanently 
eligible for supplemental security income benefits.  Vulnerable migrant children should 
also be eligible for federal assistance to the same extent as refugees. 

 

The Refugee Protection Act of 2013 (S. 645 and H.R. 1365) and the Strengthening Refugee 

Resettlement Act (H.R. 651), both of which were introduced in previous Congresses, contain key 

reforms that would improve the lives of asylum seekers, refugees, and U.S. communities that 

welcome them.  If immigration reform is to truly be comprehensive, Congress and the President 

must seize this opportunity to fix the system for asylum seekers and refugees.  

 


